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The Message 
The Law Of Moses 

Small Group Discussion 

� What were one or two of your favorite lessons or insights you gained from your
reading this week – either in Knowing the Bible 101 or in your assigned passages from
the Bible?

The Old Testament 
Why Is It So Important? 

1) It’s The __________ ________ . . . Of The __________.

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom he made the universe.      (Hebrews 1:1-2) 
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2) It’s The __________ Of __________ . . . And The __________ ____________.
Matthew 5:17-18 

The Old Testament contains the prayers Jesus prayed, the poems he memorized, the songs he
sang, the bedtime stories he heard as a child, the prophecies he pondered.  He revered every "jot
and tittle" of the Hebrew Scriptures.  The more we comprehend the Old Testament, the more we
comprehend Jesus.    (Phillip Yancey, “The Bible Jesus Read") 

From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.                                                                                                          (2 Timothy 3:14-17) 

These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom 
the fulfillment of the ages has come.                (1 Corinthians 10:11)          

Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.                              (Romans 15:4) 

3) It’s The . . . __________ Of __________.

“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not
the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself . . . .
They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road
and opened the Scriptures to us?"                (Luke 24:25-27, 32)

This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures.                        (Luke 24:44-45)
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 Two Kinds Of Information

The Old Testament (39 Books) 

HISTORY (17) POETS (5) PROPHETS (17)
Genesis Job Isaiah
Exodus Psalms Jeremiah
Leviticus Proverbs Lamentations
Numbers Ecclesiastes Ezekiel

Deuteronomy Song Of Solomon Daniel
Joshua Hosea
Judges Joel

Ruth Amos
First Samuel Obadiah

Second Samuel Jonah
First Kings Micah

Second Kings Nahum
First Chronicles Habakkuk

Second Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai

Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi
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1) ____________

The Story Line 

Genesis 

� The Creation 

� The Fall & The Promise 

� The Fallout: Cain & Abel 

� Noah & The Flood 

� The Tower Of Babel 

� Abraham 

The Messsage  . . . The Law Of Moses  3



 Week 2      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

� Isaac 

� Jacob 

� The 12 Sons 

� Joseph 

� Famine & Egypt 

 Abraham’s Family 

 Issachar

Abraham

IsaacIshmael

JacobEsau

  Bilhah Leah  Zilpah  Rachel

BenjaminJosephJudahLeviReuben Zebulun Dinah (d)Simeon NaphtaliDan AsherGad
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Exodus 

� Slavery 

� Moses & The Exodus 

� Mt. Sinai & The Covenant 

� The Tabernacle 

Numbers 

� Census 

� Leaving Mt. Sinai 

� Early Wilderness Experiences 

� Major Rebellion: No Promise Land 

� Later Wilderness Experiences 

Deuteronomy 

� Moses’  Farewell Messages (Moab) 

� Recap Of Their History 

� The Call To Obedience 

� The Blessings & Curses 

� The Death Of Moses 
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2) __________

Ö ______________ Laws

Ö _____________________________ Laws 

Despite our penchant for thinking that the heart of the covenant is moral law, much more space is
devoted to the tabernacles, the priesthood, the sacrificial system, and matters of individual and
corporate ritual and praise. This should not surprise us: the crucial question is how guilty and soiled
people become acceptable before God. God graciously provides the appropriate structure with
mediators, sacrifices, and symbol-laden forms and patterns, so as to ensure that the way to the Holy is
never taken for granted and to make such access possible, while pointing forward to greater realities
yet. Everything else flows from this; without this, all the other blessings are illusory.

       (D. A. Carson, Christ & Culture Revisited) 

Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the LORD.    (Leviticus 19:28) 

Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.                 (Leviticus 19:27) 

Do not mate different kinds of animals. 
Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. 
Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material.        (Leviticus 19:19) 

Ö ______________ Laws

If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for the
ox and four sheep for the sheep. If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the
defender is not guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed. A thief
must certainly make restitution, but if he has nothing, he must be sold to pay for his theft.  If the stolen
animal is found alive in his possession—whether ox or donkey or sheep—he must pay back double.

(Exodus 22:1-4)
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The Big Question 
Do We Need To Follow These Laws? 

Matthew 22:35-40 

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.         (Galatians 3:24-25) 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do 
not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this 
one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.  (Romans 13:8-10) 

According to this explanation, ceremonial and civil laws are no longer binding on us, but moral laws 
are.  Others see the solution in this statement: the whole law is valid until its purpose is accomplished 
in Christ.  Now that Jesus' work is complete, the Law of Moses is abolished and we are now under the 
law of Christ:  love God and neighbor as guided with the Spirit.    (Mark Driscoll, Doctrine) 

The Big Picture 
Jesus . . . In The Law Of Moses 

Judah, your brothers will praise you; 
your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; 
your father’s sons will bow down to you. 

You are a lion’s cub, O Judah . . . .  

The scepter will not depart from Judah, 
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

until he comes to whom it belongs 
and the obedience of the nations is his.    (Genesis 49:8-10) 
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Ö The Passover
Exodus 11-12/John 1:29/Luke 22:20 

For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.   (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

Ö The Coming Prophet

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must
listen to him.   (Deuteronomy 18:15) 

He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago  
through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me  
from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.’    (Acts 3:21-22) 

Ö The High Priest, Tabernacle & Day Of Atonement
Leviticus 16 
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Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. A tabernacle was set 
up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy  
Place. Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, which had the golden altar of  
incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's  
staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of the  
Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry 
on their  ministry. But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never  
without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.  

The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as 
long as the first tabernacle was still standing. This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that  
the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are  
only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings-external regulations applying until  
the time of the new order. 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater  
and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not  
enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his  
own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 

The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean  
sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who  
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that  
lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! (Hebrews 9:1-14)
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Your Assignment 

¾ Read Chapter 5 (pages 117-138) in Knowing The Bible 101.

¾ Read The Rise & Fall Of Israel.

x Joshua 1
x Joshua 3-4
x Joshua 6
x Joshua 23
x Judges 2:6-23
x Judges 6-7
x 1 Samuel 17
x 2 Samuel 5:1-5
x 1 Kings 3:1-15
x 1 Kings 11:1-13
x 2 Chronicles 9
x 2 Chronicles 10
x 2 Kings 17
x 2 Chronicles 36:11-23
x Ezra 1:1-7
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