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The Message 
The Final Chapter 

Small Group Discussion 

⇒ What were one or two of your favorite lessons or insights you gained from your reading
this week – either in Knowing the Bible 101 or in your assigned passages from the Bible?

Getting Started 
A Quick Review 

When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him . . . . For two whole years 
Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance 
he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.   (Acts 28:16, 30-31) 
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Ephesians 
God’s Plan . . . The Church 

 Acts 19 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Ephesus 

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the 
kingdom of God. But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned 
the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of 
Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord. God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs 
and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil 
spirits left them.                                                                 (Acts 19:8-12) 

⇒ The Date & Place:   Rome, A.D. 60-62

⇒ The Purpose: To Help Them Grow 

⇒ Several  Key  Concepts

1) God’s __________ . . . The ______________.

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me
for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is 
that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together 
of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus . . . this mystery, which 
for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things . . . .according to his 
eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

       (Ephesians 3:2-6, 9-11)
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2) God’s __________ . . . For The __________.

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
to make her . . . . Each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 
wife must respect her husband.    (Ephesians 5:22-25 & 33) 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and 
mother"-which is the first commandment with a promise- "that it may go well with 
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

(Ephesians 6:1-4)

3) God’s __________ For . . . ____________________ ________________.

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so
that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate 
of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints.                   (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
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Colossians 
   Spiritual Syncretism 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Colosse 

⇒ The Date & Place: Rome, A.D. 60-62

⇒ The Purpose: To Combat False Teaching 

⇒ The  Key  Concept: Who Jesus Is & What He’s Done 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he 
is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from God 
and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without 
blemish and free from accusation - if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 
moved from the hope held out in the gospel.                (Colossians 1:15-23) 
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Philippians 
Joy On The Journey 

 Acts 16:6-40 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Philippi 

⇒ The Date & Place: Rome A.D. 60-62

⇒ The Purpose: To Thank Them & Promote Unity 

⇒ The Key Concepts 

1) __________________

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross!        (Philippians 2:3-8) 

2) ______________________________

He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.   (Philippians 1:6)

Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence 
and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what 
pleases him.   (Philippians 2:12-13, New Living Translation) 
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Philemon 
A Slave’s Dream 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: Philemon 

⇒ The Date & Place: Rome, A.D. 60-62

⇒ The Purpose: To Plead Onesimus’ Case

Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, yet I
appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul-an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus – I appeal to you for my son Onesimus . . . . I did not want to do anything without your 
consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced . . . If he has done you any 
wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. . . I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe 
me your very self.                        (Philemon 8-9, 14, 18-19) 

⇒ The Key Concept: The Power Of The Gospel 

Paul’s Final Letters 
 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus 

 Acts 16:1-7 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 



 Week 9      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

The Messsage  . . . The Final Chapter  8

⇒ The Audience: Timothy (Ephesus ) & Titus (Crete) 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain
men not to teach false doctrines any longer nor to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God's work-which is by faith.       (1 Timothy 1:3-4) 

The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you.  (Titus 1:5) 

⇒ The Date & Place: Rome, A.D. Mid 60’s 

This is my gospel, for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But
God’s word is not chained. (2 Timothy 2:8-9)

For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

⇒ The Topic: How To Lead The Church

⇒ The Key Concepts 

1) ______________________

Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not 
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own 
family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does 
not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church? He 
must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same 
judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that 
he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap.                   (1 Timothy 3:2-7) 

2) ____________________

From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:15-17) 
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The Revelation . . . 
The Final Chapter 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle John 

⇒ The Audience: The Seven Churches Of Asia Minor (Turkey) 

⇒ The Date & Place: A.D. Mid 90’s 

⇒ The Purpose: To Inspire Us To Stand 

To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and
sat down with my Father on his throne.  (Revelation 3:21) 

⇒ The Message: Jesus Will Return . . . & Restore All Creation 

⇒ The Structure: The Things That Are (1-3) . . . & The Things That Will Be (4-22)

⇒ The Interpretation: Very Controversial

⇒ Several Key Concepts

1) ________________________ . . . Is __________ Of The
________________.

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

  (Revelation 12:11) 



 Week 9      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

The Messsage  . . . The Final Chapter  10

2) The __________ __________ . . . Is __________.

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth
and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.    (Revelation 20:11-15) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.       (Revelation 21:1-4) 

3) ______________ __________ . . . In The ________.

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 
makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many 
crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 
himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white 
horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will 
rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of 
the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this 
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  

 (Revelation 19:11-16) 


