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The Message 
The Movement Grows 

Small Group Discussion 

⇒ What were one or two of your favorite lessons or insights you gained from your reading
this week – either in Knowing the Bible 101 or in your assigned passages from the Bible?

The Apostle Paul 
The Story Begins 

Acts 12-28

I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law 
of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. I persecuted the followers of this Way to 
their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, as also the high priest and all the 
Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these 
people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light 
from heaven flashed around me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute 
me?' 'Who are you, Lord?' I asked. 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied.           (Acts 22:1-8) 

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss 
for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ-the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.   (Philippians 3:4-9) 
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The Jerusalem Council 
The Pivotal Event 

Acts 15 

The New Testament (27 Books) 

HISTORY (5) LETTERS (21) PROPHETS (1)
Matthew Romans Revelation

Mark 1 Corinthians
Luke 2 Corinthians
John Galatians
Acts Ephesians

Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
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Romans 
The Gospel 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Rome 

⇒ The Date & Place:  Corinth (Greece), A.D.  57 

⇒ The Purpose: To Share His Gospel &  Enlist  Their Support 

⇒ Several  Key  Concepts

1) ____________________________  . . . By ____________

Now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left 
the sins committed beforehand unpunished- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.      

   (Romans 3:21-26) 

2) _______  __________  . . . “In ______________”

Just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.  

(Romans 5:19)

Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.     (Romans 6:3-4) 
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3) The __________  . . . To ______________________________

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.    (Romans 8:29) 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.    (Romans 12:1-2) 

4) The _______  . . . Of __________

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for
he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit 
adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other 
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as 
yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law.                          (Romans 13:8-10) 

5) The ________________  . . . Of The __________  __________

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ . . . and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.     (Romans 5:1-2) 

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  (Romans 8:19-21) 

⇒ A Quick Sidebar:  The Nation Of Israel

I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has
experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be 
saved.   (Romans 11:25-26) 
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1 & 2 Corinthians 
   Problems, Problems, Problems 

Acts 18:1-18 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Corinth (Greece) 

⇒ The Date & Place

• 1 Corinthians: Ephesus, A.D. 53-55
• 2 Corinthians: Macedonia (Greece), A.D. 55-56

⇒ The Purpose 

• I Corinthians: To Answer Questions  & Tackle Problems
• 2 Corinthians: To Defend His Apostleship & Raise Money 

⇒ Several  Key  Concepts

1) ____________________________
1 Corinthians 5 

I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a 
brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a 
swindler. With such a man do not even eat.    (1 Corinthians 5:11) 

2) ____________________  ____________
1 Corinthians 12-14 

To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
  (1 Corinthians 12:7) 
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3) ____________________  ____________________

On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 
to be made.   (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.    (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

4) ____________________

He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.”   (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

Galatians 
Freedom 

 Acts 13-14 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Galatia (Turkey) 

⇒ The Date: A.D. Mid 40’s 

⇒ The Purpose: To Rescue Them  From  The Judaizers 

⇒ The Problem: The Judaizers 
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⇒ Several Key Concepts

1) ________________

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.           (Galatians 5:1) 

2) ______________

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature
 . . . . Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.     

(Galatians 5:16)

1 & 2 Thessalonians . . .  
The Second Coming 

Acts 17:1-9 

⇒ The  Author:  The Apostle Paul 

⇒ The Audience: The Church In Thessalonica  (Greece) 

⇒ The Date & Place: Corinth (Greece) A.D. 49-51 

⇒ The Purpose: To Encourage These New Christ-Followers 
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⇒ Several Key Concepts

1) ______________  ______________

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you
are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 
For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. It is 
God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and 
honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; and that 
in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord 
will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. For 
God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, he who rejects this 
instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.  

  (1 Thessalonians 4:1-8) 

2) ______________  ______________
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 & 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

3) __________  ____________

For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he
shall not eat." We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are 
busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 
down and earn the bread they eat. . . . If anyone does not obey our instruction in this 
letter, take special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel 
ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.   

  (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 & 14-15) 



 Week 8      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

The Messsage  . . . The Movement Grows  9

Your Assignment 

Read Knowing The Bible 101
• Chapter 10: Paul’s Later Letters – pages 274-280
• Chapter 11: The Book Of Revelation – pages 290-308

Bible Passages

• Ephesians 1:1 – 2:10
• Ephesians 5:21-32
• Ephesians 6:10-20
• Philippians 2:1-11
• Philippians 4:1-23
• Colossians 1:15-20
• Colossians 2:1-9
• Colossians 3:1-25
• 1 Timothy 3
• 1 Timothy 6
• 2 Timothy 3:10 – 4:18
• Titus 2
• Philemon
• Revelation 1-4
• Revelation 19-22


