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The Message 
The Prophets 

Small Group Discussion 

⇒ What were one or two of your favorite lessons or insights you gained from your reading
this week – either in Knowing the Bible 101 or in your assigned passages from the Bible?

The Messengers 
   The Prophets Of Israel 
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The Old Testament (39 Books) 

HISTORY (17) POETS (5) PROPHETS (17)
Genesis Job Isaiah
Exodus Psalms Jeremiah
Leviticus Proverbs Lamentations
Numbers Ecclesiastes Ezekiel

Deuteronomy Song Of Solomon Daniel
Joshua Hosea
Judges Joel

Ruth Amos
First Samuel Obadiah

Second Samuel Jonah
First Kings Micah

Second Kings Nahum
First Chronicles Habakkuk

Second Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai

Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi
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The Prophets 101 
A Quick Overview 

Their Job: To ____________ For ________

Their Tests: ____________ & __________________
Deuteronomy 18:14-22 & 13:1-5/Jeremiah 26 & 14:11-16 

Suppose there are prophets among you or those who dream dreams about the future, and they  
promise you signs or miracles, and the predicted signs or miracles occur.  If they then say, ‘Come, let us 

  worship other gods’—gods you have not known before—do not listen to them. The Lord your God is  
testing you to see if you truly love him with all your heart and soul. Serve only the Lord your God and  
fear him alone. Obey his commands, listen to his voice, and cling to him. The false prophets or   
visionaries who try to lead you astray must be put to death, for they encourage rebellion against the  
Lord your God.                       (Deuteronomy 13:1-5, New Living Translation) 

You may wonder, "How will we know whether or not a prophecy is from the Lord?" If the prophet  
speaks in the Lord’s name but his prediction does not happen or come true, you will know that the 
Lord did not give that message. That prophet has spoken without my authority and need not be  
feared.   (Deuteronomy 18:21-22, New Living Translation) 
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Their Challenge: ________________ & ______________
Jeremiah 1:4-18 & 20:7-18/Amos 7:10-17 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were 
not willing.     (Matthew 23:37) 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.            (Matthew 5:11-12) 

 

O Lord, you misled me,  
 and I allowed myself to be misled. 
You are stronger than I am,  
 and you overpowered me. 
Now I am mocked every day;  
 everyone laughs at me.  
When I speak, the words burst out.  
 “Violence and destruction!” I shout.  
So these messages from the Lord  
 have made me a household joke.  
But if I say I’ll never mention the Lord  
 or speak in his name,  
his word burns in my heart like a fire.  
 It’s like a fire in my bones!  
I am worn out trying to hold it in!  
 I can’t do it! 
I have heard the many rumors about me.  
 They call me “The Man Who Lives in Terror.”  
They threaten, “If you say anything, we will report it.”  
 Even my old friends are watching me, waiting for a fatal slip. 
“He will trap himself,” they say,  

“and then we will get our revenge on him.” 

Yet I curse the day I was born!  
 May no one celebrate the day of my birth. 
I curse the messenger who told my father,  
 “Good news—you have a son!”  
Let him be destroyed like the cities of old 
 that the Lord overthrew without mercy.  
Terrify him all day long with battle shouts,  
 because he did not kill me at birth.  
Oh, that I had died in my mother’s womb,  
 that her body had been my grave! 
Why was I ever  born?  

My entire life has been filled  
with trouble, sorrow, and shame.   (Jeremiah 20:7-10, 14-18, New Living Translation) 
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Their Message: ________________________ & ________________________
Jeremiah 2:1-25 & 3:6-14, 19-20/Isaiah 1:10-21/ Isaiah 1:21-23, 3:13-16, 4:7-8, 5:11, 5:18-20, 5:22-23

Interpreting The Prophets 
Historically, Prophetically & Personally 

• Historically

• Prophetically

• Personally

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and
fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will
bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have
banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you
into exile.”                 (Jeremiah 29:10-14)

The Prophets 101 
One Last Thing 



 Week 4      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

The Messsage  . . . The Prophets  6

The Prophets 
A Quick Survey 

Isaiah 1:1-2:5/Isaiah 9:1-7/Isaiah 11:1-16/Isaiah 52:12-53:12/Luke 24:25-27,  44-47/Jeremiah 1 & 2/Jeremiah 30-31/ 
Ezekiel 33:11-16/Daniel 7:13-14, 26-27/Malachi 1:6-14, 2:13-16, 3:6-12 

Isaiah (740-680 B.C.)

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
 or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? 
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 
 or weighed the mountains on the scales 
and the hills in a balance? . . . 

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 
 they are regarded as dust on the scales; 
he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 

Before him all the nations are as nothing; 
 they are regarded by him as worthless 
and less than nothing. . . 

He brings princes to naught 
And reduces the rulers of this world to nothing . . . 

Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: 
 Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one, 
 and calls them each by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, 

not one of them is missing . . . 

Do you not know? 
 Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 

and his understanding no one can fathom.  

He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, 
and young men stumble and fall; 

But those who hope in the Lord 
 will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
 they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint.    (Isaiah 40:12, 15, 17, 23, 26, 28-31) 
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Jeremiah (627-580 B.C.)

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, 
 “when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel  
 and with the house of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant  
 I made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand  
 to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
 though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. 
“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel  
 after that time,” declares the Lord. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
 and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God,  
 and they will be my people. 
No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 
 or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, 
 from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness  

and will remember their sins no more.”      (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
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Ezekiel (593-571 B.C.)

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and 
from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep my laws.    (Ezekiel 36:25-27) 

Daniel (605-536 B.C.)

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, 
glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed.                         (Daniel 7:13-14) 

Malachi (430 B.C.)

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are 
seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 
the Lord Almighty.        (Malachi 3:1) 

See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  
(Malachi 4:5) 
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The Big Picture 
Jesus . . . In The Prophets 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son . . . .                     (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

For to us a child is born,  
to us a son is given,  

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace  
 there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne  

  and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it  

with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever.        (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
 and by his wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
 each of us has turned to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.    (Isaiah 53:5-6) 

There before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  (Daniel 7:13-14) 
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Your Assignment 

Read Knowing The Bible 101
• Chapter 6: The Books of Poetry and Wisdom – pages 141-162

Bible Passages

• Job 1-3
• Job 38
• Job 42
• Psalm 1
• Psalm 18
• Psalm 19
• Psalm 22
• Psalm 51
• Psalm 78
• Psalm 88
• Psalm 119
• Psalm 122
• Psalm 136
• Psalm 137
• Psalm 150
• Proverbs 1-3
• Proverbs 7
• Proverbs 16
• Ecclesiastes 1-2
• Song of Solomon 7
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