
 Week 5      The Message . . . The Story Of The Bible 

The Message 
The Poets & Sages  

Small Group Discussion 

⇒ What were one or two of your favorite lessons or insights you gained from your reading
this week – either in Knowing the Bible 101 or in your assigned passages from the Bible?

Hebrew Poetry 
A Quick Overview 

The Old Testament (39 Books) 

HISTORY (17) POETS (5) PROPHETS (17)
Genesis Job Isaiah
Exodus Psalms Jeremiah
Leviticus Proverbs Lamentations
Numbers Ecclesiastes Ezekiel

Deuteronomy Song Of Solomon Daniel
Joshua Hosea
Judges Joel

Ruth Amos
First Samuel Obadiah

Second Samuel Jonah
First Kings Micah

Second Kings Nahum
First Chronicles Habakkuk

Second Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai

Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi
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Symbolism

You will go out in joy 
and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills  
will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field  
will clap their hands. (Isaiah 55:12) 

Parallelism

• Synonymous

Hear this, all you peoples;
listen, all who live in this world.  (Psalm 49:1) 

The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, 
a stronghold in times of trouble. (Psalm 9:9) 

• Antithetical

Hatred stirs up dissension,
but love covers over all wrongs.  (Proverbs 10:12) 

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. (Psalm 1:6) 
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• Synthetic

God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, 
though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam 

and the mountains quake with their surging.  (Psalm 46:1-3) 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 
and your plans will succeed.  (Proverbs 16:3) 

• Comparative

As a dog returns to its vomit,    
so a fool repeats his folly. (Proverbs 26:11) 

As a door turns on its hinges,    
so a sluggard turns on his bed.  (Proverbs 26:14)     
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Job 
The Problem Of Pain 

The Story Line
Job 1-3/Job 7:7 & 11-21; 10:1-7/Job 15:1-6/Job 6:14-15 & 12:1-3/Job 38-42

The Structure

⇒ The Storyline (1-3)

⇒ Eliphaz # 1 & Job’s Response (4-7)

⇒ Bildad # 1 & Job’s Response (8-10)

⇒ Zophar # 1 & Job’s Response (11-14)

⇒ Eliphaz # 2 & Job’s Response (15-17)

⇒ Bildad # 2 & Job’s Response (18-19)

⇒ Zophar # 2  & Job’s Response (20-21)

⇒ Eliphaz # 3 & Job’s Response (22-24)

⇒ Bildad # 3 & Job’s Response (25-31)

⇒ Elihu (32-37)

⇒ The LORD’S Response (38-41)

⇒ Job’s Final Response (42:1-6)

⇒ The Final Storyline (42:7-16)

My ears had heard of you 
but now my eyes have seen you. 

Therefore I despise myself  
and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:5-6)
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Psalms 
The Songs Of  Israel 

1) The Psalms Come . . .  In Many Different ______________ & ____________.

Praise & Thanksgiving
 Psalm 18/Psalm 148

For the director of music. Of David the servant of the Lord. He sang to the Lord the words of this song  
when the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.  He said: 

I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 
my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  

 He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,  

and I am saved from my enemies. (Psalm 18:1-3) 

Lament
Psalm 88

A song. A psalm of the Sons of Korah. For the director of music. According to mahalath leannoth. A maskil 
of Heman the Ezrahite. 

O Lord, the God who saves me, 
 day and night I cry out before you. 

May my prayer come before you; 
 turn your ear to my cry. 

For my soul is full of trouble 
and my life draws near the grave. (Psalm 88:1-3) 
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Wisdom
Psalm 1, 25, 37, 78 & 119 

Oh, how I love your law! 
 I meditate on it all day long. 

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
 for they are ever with me. 

I have more insight than all my teachers, 
 for I meditate on your statutes. 

I have more understanding than the elders, 
for I obey your precepts. (Psalm 119:97-100) 

Liturgical
Psalm 136 & Psalm 24

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 His love endures forever. 

Give thanks to the God of gods. 
 His love endures forever. 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
His love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1-3) 

Royal Psalms
Psalm 20, 21 & 45

 I have installed my king 
on Zion, my holy hill.  

I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have become your Father. 

Ask of me, 
and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

 the ends of the earth your possession. 
You will rule them with an iron scepter; 

you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” (Psalm 2:6-9) 
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2) The Psalms Are . . . ____________________ ________________.
Psalm 119/Psalm 25 & 33 

Proverbs 
The Path To Life 

1 Kings 3:4-15 & 4:29-34 

He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five.     (1 Kings 4:32) 

Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. 
Though it cost all you have, get understanding. (Proverbs 4:7) 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
but fools despise wisdom and discipline. (Proverbs 1:7) 

. 

Ecclesiastes 
The Futility Of Life  

Ecclesiastes 2:17/Ecclesiastes 2:18 & 6:1-6:12/1 Cor. 15:12-19 & 29-34/Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 & 12:13-14 

I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on men: God gives a man wealth, possessions and 
honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable him to enjoy them, and a stranger enjoys 
them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. . . . Do not all go to the same place?    (Ecclesiastes 6:1-6) 
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The Song Of Solomon 
A Love Song 

Your stature is like that of the palm,  
and your breasts like clusters of fruit. 

I said, “I will climb the palm tree;  
I will take hold of its fruit.” 

May your breasts be like the clusters of the vine, 
the fragrance of your breath like apples, 
and your mouth like the best wine. 

May the wine go straight to my lover, 
flowing gently over lips and teeth. 

I belong to my lover,  
and his desire is for me.  (Song of Solomon 7:7-10) 

The Big Picture 
Jesus . . .  In The Poets & Sages 

He is not a man like me that I might answer him, 
that we might confront each other in court. 

If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, 
to lay his hand upon us both, 

someone to remove God’s rod from me, 
so that his terror would frighten me no more.  

Then I would speak up without fear of him, 
but as it now stands with me, I cannot. (Job 9:32-35) 
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Your Assignment 

Read Knowing The Bible 101
• The 400 Years Of Silence – pages 136-138
• Chapter 8: The Gospels – pages 201-226

Read Between The Testaments Handout

Bible Passages

• Matthew 1
• Matthew 3-4
• Matthew 5-7
• Matthew 13
• John 5
• Luke 15
• Matthew 24
• John 1:1-18
• John 13-15
• Mark 14-16
• Luke 24







 


